










WARM SPRINGS With obvious 
r ®tfret, L-wHoy Vess Jr. to* 
xiounceci Tuesday that be will re- 
from the Bath County Board 
of Supervisors because of health 
reasons. His resignation will be 
effective April 30. 

Vees has been a member of 
the supervisors only since Feb¬ 
ruary when he was declared win¬ 
ner of a special election to re- 
plscc John M, T rim hie w ho re¬ 
signed from the board to accept 
the position of Bath County ex¬ 
tension agent. Although Cla¬ 
rence McMullen was first in¬ 
stalled as supervisor of the 
Valley Springs District, a re¬ 
count of votes made In January 
showed a tie vote which Vess 
won by the toss of a coin. Vess 
said he regrets to have to re¬ 
sign when he is **just getting to 
the place where I am ctolng some 
good.** Vess said he resigned at 
Mm order of his physician. 

At their monthly meeting Tues¬ 
day toe supervisors approved the 
tostructiooal part of the Bath 
County School Boirft budget tor 
lf74-75 t at the request of the 
school board. School Board 
Chairman, Ffeal Ford said tills 
will enable the board to amniov 


r. 


Toy 


man T. May and Charles Law¬ 
man In favor of the school board 
plan and LeeHoy Vess and Stuart 
Hall opposed. Bath County in¬ 
structional personnel will get a 
flat 4 percent salary increase, 
which will Include Increment. 

After the vote on the school 
board salary proposal, the su¬ 
pervisors granted a meetingwlth 
BEA representatives, school 
board members and school ad¬ 
ministrators which was first set 
tor Thursday, April 11 and then 
postponed. The meeting will be 
tor the purpose of hearing: prob¬ 
lems that are said to be pre¬ 
sent In Bath County schools. 
Supervisor Stuart Hail said the 
group would have to “go into 
executive >e- on to hear some 
of the problems." The public will 
be invited to toe meeting. 

The supervisors approved toe 
Industrial Development Authori¬ 
ty requested at the last meeting 
by the Virginia Electric and Po¬ 
wer Company. A board will be 
appointed later to administer the 
authority, which may provide 
tow-cost funding tor toe Vepco 
project on Back Creek. 

Vepco officials who attended toe 
meeting T u e sda y discussed the 
necessity of ptoeafag tor school 
expansion to Bath Comb to ac- 
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ni>r of » special »i|#rtlon to re- 
(ilict John M. Trimble who re- 
Ai£t»«H! from th« hoard to accept 
the iDAliton of Hath County ex- 
hmcioi agwt, Although Cla- 
rmiif McMullen w is first In- 
flUtUd u HUin*rvlfKir of the 
ValWy Springs District, a re- 
c*nixtt of votis made In January 

wrnl A tie VO to which VMS 
nun by the toss of g coin. Vega 

uld he rtgrois to have to re* 

sign when he la "Just getting to 
the place where 1 am doing some 



the order of his physician. 

At their monthly meeting Tues¬ 
day the supervisors approved the 
instructional part of the Hath 
County School Board's budget for 
1974-75, at tike request of the 
school board* School Board 
Chairman, Edsel Ford said this 
wtH enable tht* board to employ 
tractors for the coming school 
year. 

Supervisor Roy Cleek empha¬ 
sised there was no agreement 
between the supervisors and the 
school board to keep the local 
portion of the budget at the same 
figure as last year. Vesa said 
the supervisors asked for no 
*nch promise. Ford told the 
hoard this was a promise the 
school board had made to them¬ 
selves, because they felt the vo¬ 
cational faculty was their first 


^ Atttxxigh a letter from the Bath 
^ Kdecation Association was read 
«t to the supervisors stating that 
toe BEA has rejected the salary 
pirn and asking the supervisors 
** not to approve the school board 
to fce4to* betore a meeting with 
** the teacher . j- i - ttino, the SU¬ 
IT per >1su rs approve: die salary 
proposal by a three to two vote. 



After il»#^ vote on the nchool 
hoard salary proposal, the su¬ 
pervisors granted a rntM ting with 
HKA HilaUviis, school 

board meothers and school ad¬ 
ministrators which was first set 
for Thursday, April 11 and then 
postponed. The meeting will be 
for the purpose of hearing prob¬ 
lems that are said to be pre¬ 
sent In Bate County schools. 
Supervisor Stuart Hall said the 
group would have to “fo into 
executive session to hear some 
of the problems." The public will 
be invited to the meeting. 

The supervisors approved the 
industrial Development Authori¬ 
ty requested at the last meeting 
by the Virginia Electric and Po¬ 
wer Company. A board will be 
appointed later to administer the 
authority, which may provide 
low-cost funding for the Vepco 
project on Back Creek. 

Vepco officials who attended the 
meeting Tuesday discussed the 
necessity of planning for school 
expansion in Bath County to ac¬ 
comodate the children of con¬ 
struction workers who are ex¬ 
pected in the county in 1975 
and 1976. Resident engineer Ken 
Moore estimated that only about 
15-20 students^ can be expected 
in the county during the 1974-75 
school year due to the Vepco 
pro ject. 

v'epeo treasurer A. M. Clement 
told the supervisors that by or¬ 
der of the Federal Corporation 
Commission, Vepco will not be 
able to make any block payments 
to the county to cover capital 
expenses such as schools* He 
said building meeds should be 
paid tor by bonds. Clement told 
the board "tax revenues will far 
exceed any burdens" to the coun¬ 
ty, and local citizens will not 
have to bear the burden of extra 
school expenses Incurred be¬ 
cause of Vepco employees. Cle- 
meot said Vepco will repay any 

cost to the county which Is above 
the revt tuies the oompeny pays 
the county. 

Clement told the supervisors 
they ran e*p«*<‘t pumped sto¬ 
rage project a* gruerate f * ,000 to 
|3 OOO In taxes to toe OOlfenty to 
1974, fOttO.OOO Ut 1975. 1700,000 
(Cefxftowwd e« 
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-lB u SPRIGS - Duncan M. 
# * R ‘ Ir was appointed chair- 
3 » rd . 'Uter and sewage study 
•‘Vitte* set up Monday night 
ffStinued meeting of the 
S* County Board of Supervi- 
Members named to the 
committee to work with Byrd 
jo make projjosals for a reso¬ 
wn, which will lead to the in- 
corporation of a water and sew¬ 
age authority for all of Bath 
County are Bill Parks, Hal St* 
Ckire, Ray Rogers and Jack 

Calhoon. 

Byrd said his committee would 
try to draft a resolution by the 
next meeting of me supervisors, 
it that time, supervisors plan 
» name members to the board 

S:,H ld “ ntr ° I toe authority 
K? wPerviaorn “Noth- 

^fcotnv ?* Bath County 

m l2 r * the la <* of a 

twity,»> sewage au- 

At •* Ramn _ .. 


■ Hugh Judy was ***** *Od 
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MONTEREY - Highland County 
would s Presently undergoing the re- 
by the assessment of property values 
isors, fax purposes that the state 

s plan requires of a county this size 
board ever y six years, according to 
hority Highland County Commissioner 
'Noth- of the Revenue Carl P. Arm- 

"ounty strong* 

k of a Frank Wade Evans is the tax 
0 au- assessor hired by the county for 

the 1974 reassessment. Evans 
snday is from Clifton Forge, He is a 

tinted graduate of VPI and SU, with a 

>ewly degree in forestry and wildlife, 
>ment Armstrong said, and he has had 
ed at previous assignments in Bote- 

ctric tourt and Rockbridge counties# 

^vlde Armstrong said Evans has been 

J mp- trained for his duties by the 

r nek. Virginia Department of Taxa- 

&ait* tion Division of Real Estate Ap- 

°rUy praisal, and he was recommend- 

t'win ed by the state supervisor of 

* #,4r r« m] ippraisals. 
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Hires 26 Teochpre 


VVAHM Sl'i.INGS - Monitors of 
th® Bath County Concerned Citi¬ 
zens Committee executive hnarri 

eatd yesterday (WcvIncMlay} that 
they would file four petitions for 
legal suits with Bath County dork 
Claude W. Dodson. Named m die 
muttons for suits will Ik* Super¬ 
intendent of Schools Bussell L* 
Hu on as and momI>ers of the 
Hath County School Hoard, tlie 
committee said. 

Hie committee said they had 
tried to avoid court action in 
die atali in ate situation between 
the school hoard and teachers 
who did not return notices of 
reemployment, but they said the 
school hoard has refused to ne¬ 
gotiate with teachers in any way. 
The school board has maintained 
that they cannot legally rehire the 
teacher* because the teachers did 
* t Milt;uIt their notices by the 


The Clti/etig Committee said 
the suits will deal wltii other 

lUtli b**uiej> In* present 
♦rirt.fr conflict, including vlo- 
bttoa of the Virginia Freedom 

ofMbfSAtinn Act* 

Monday t ! n week the Hath 
Cwtarty School Board held an un- 
UMascfd board meeting at (tie 
wMel administration office. Ac* 

seeding to Administrative A|« 
dibsl I iul Myers, board 
sssdsfi were notified of the 

♦dbg Monday morning and the 

SMtlig v*ft h r \ Jl.ni, ttw» 

•♦me 1‘ *>» f warn r»> mdin* 

tetter S t; 4 i* t Ik t> * r 0 
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Members of the Bath County 
Citizens Committee who went to 
the school administration office 
to look at school records learned 
from picketers outside the build¬ 
ing that a meeting was in pro¬ 
gress in the board room. The 
VEA investigating committee 
present in the county to study 
the school problem, and the 
lawyer who represents the Ci¬ 
tizens Committee were notified 
of the meeting by the Citizens 

Committee and they arrived at the 

administration office for the last 

1 

part of the school board meeting* 
According to Myers, the meet¬ 
ing was requested by Urban O. 
v leek, general school supervi¬ 
sor, who asked that board to 
take some action on prospective 
teachers. According to Myers 
and School Board Chairman Tom¬ 
my Ford, 26 new teachers were 
hired, although Cleek said 18- 
19 new teachers were approved* 
Myers emphasized that the new 
teachers were approved tor con¬ 
tracts, but they have not been 

matched to a particular teach¬ 
ing position. None of the teachers 
who withheld notices of reem- 
loyment were among the 

teachers approved. 

Seventy- five percent of the new 
teachers approved are first-year 
teachers. Bath County has had 

trouble holding experienced 
teachers in live school iem 

lor severs! years. Two*thirds of 
the teachera in Hath t\ unty were 

involved in refusing to submit 

dieir letter a of employment this 
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State Police Investigating 
Bath School. Conflict Claims 


WARM SPRINGS 


- A team . 

State Police lnvesttm “T 8 lnve s“ea«on of possible 
» Bath CotinH# In „ _??' misappropriations of funds and 


Highland Fair Is 


Underwa 
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n A IL Y PROGRAM 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22 


11:00 A. M 
11 SO A. M. 
J2:.i0 P. M. 
6:00 P. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


All Exhibits in Place 
Judjfing Exhibits 
fht Horse and Ponv Show 

-. Parade 

Tsugundi Indian Dancers 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 23 


8:30 A. M 
9 M A. M 

3:00 p M 
6:00 p M 
8:00 to 10: 


4- 


00 P. M. 


and FFA Livesto ck Show 
, Senior Livestock Show 

Kiddie Show' 
Tractor Pulling Contests 
Western Square Dancers 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 24 


10 00 A M 

1 .TO R M 

2 ® P M 
« 10 P M 
? 0PM 
8 no P M 

(Alt4hf Hot 


'Note I 


Dog Show 
Horse Show' 
Horseshoe Pitching Contest 
Ham Show and Auction 

Horse Show 
Hat benthop Quartet 
Fireworks 1 Hsplay 
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Seeking Rote 



Supervisors Pay 

Outstanding 

Athletic Account 


vestlgatton are school admini¬ 
strators, school board members 
and other county officials, 

SfcL C, L, Bradley, who Is with 
the Investigation unit of the State 
Police Division In Salem said the 
team of investigators has been 
In Bath County “several weeks'* 

and is continuing its Investigation 
of possible Irregularities In the 
operation of the county school 


According to Bradley, the inves¬ 
tigation was requested by Bath 
County Commonwealth's Attor¬ 
ney Erwin S, Solomon, who Is al¬ 
so chairman of the State Crime 
Commission. Solomon was out 
of town and could not be reach¬ 
ed for comment at press time 
Wednesday, but Bradley said 
* ‘several allegations" Including 
conflict of Interest and misap¬ 
propriation of school funds are 
being studied. Bradley did not 
give the source of the allega¬ 
tions. 

Bradley said he had met with 
Solomon and that two Investiga¬ 
tors have since been assigned 
to probe matters in the Bath 
school situation, some of which 
extend “over a period of time" 
and some date back at least to 
1971, he said. 

“We're not that deep Into It 
yet/* Bradley said, and he add¬ 
ed that he could not release the 
specifics of the allegations. 

The Roanoke Times yesterday 
Quoted * ‘sources close to the si¬ 
tuation in Bath County" as .say¬ 
ing the allegations Include: 

- "A county school administra¬ 
tor used federal money to hire 
a relative to work In the school 
system i*veo after the official was 
told dial such an arrangement 
constituted a conflict of In¬ 
terest" 

- "fetenl fundi detetetetedtor 
«*»£**» mwwt — 

to . 1*1140 jr m Alllt«“inc« I*™’**?' 
411*1 raoirdi wan fc—R*— y 
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Hath School Suit 

(Continued from pape 1) 
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000 for the entire county school 
system. Ironically, the school 
board lost more than 40 exper¬ 
ienced teachers as well as the 
vocational schooo which was re¬ 
cently turned down by the board 
of supervisors, and they are fac¬ 
ing a suit brought against the 
individual members of the school 

board by the citizens association. 

Members of the citizens group's 
executive committee said their 
lawyer is negotiating with the 
school board's lawyer, Erwin S. 
Solomon, who is also the county's 
Commonwealth's Attorney, and 
members say they were told the 
school board may concede that 
the May 8 meeting was illegal 
in return for the citizens group's 
dropping the suit. 

A proposal by Solomon to re¬ 
quire early salary negotiations 
between the school board and 
the Bath Education Association, 
ending in binding arbitration if 
the board and the teachers organ¬ 
ization cannot come to an agree¬ 
ment, was discussed by the citi¬ 
zens group, which tabled a reso¬ 
lution on the matter until the 
school board has a chance to 
study the proposal and react to 
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Marshall Coleman and A 
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that 


f lack of management, and 
“the courts are going to 


take care of a lot of It in the 


near future, I am sure. 


>» 


He 


encouraged members of the 


group to attend 


board 


We need 


honest communication. I don't 
think there's any member of the 
school board right now who 
doesn't have the interest of the 


children of the 

llm 



at heart." 
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“Pete" Giesen sometime in Sep 
tember. Wickersham said his * 
committee feels school board i 
members would be more respon¬ 
sive to the wishes of the county 
residents if they were elected 
rather than being appointed. 

Newly appointed school board 
member Glenn C. Williams, who 

attended his first board meet¬ 
ing last week, announced he will 

resign his position as vice chair¬ 
man of the citizens group. He 
said he will continue to work to¬ 
ward the goals of the group and 
will remain a member. 

Williams said he feels the coww 
ty school problems are the re 
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pointed to name members to the 
execuUye committee from the 
Williamsville. Cedar Creek and 
Warm Springs Magisterial Dis¬ 


tricts, and a telephone coi 
tee was set up to increase 


tion. 
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tJ* Ammons. 49, of Me- 

■y lt L (he county’s zoning 

$> ^ tof a nd building code 

^c.mrnons' appointment was 
f r *‘. ip but he will not as- 
1 S* 8 * ’duties full time un- 

fJL Nov. 18. 

aJarv for the position was 
I* t jje supervisors at $640 

t r ionth, Plus mileage pay- 
r. for a period running un- 

jure 30, 1975, when data 
side red and a decision 
on a more permanent basis 
pi continuing salary base. For 
w present, the supervisors 
^ed the job will be full time, 
y a 40-hour week basis, until 
j permanent office can be esta- 
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Ur. Simmons, a native of Rad- 
Jcrd, has been a property owner 
[iHigfiland for the last 10 years, 
d he currently resides in the 
tf'Mill House” at McDowell, 
iSIch he has remodeled from its 
arklna! status as a grain mill 
boa residence. Mrs. Simmons, 
a native of Clifton Forge, 
former Annie Mae Van- 
f®*’. and is a former school 
Ncber who is now doing sub- 

*ork in Highland County 

BOls, 

* Simmons retired from the 
Iroent of Defense, Navy, In 
I after 30 years of ser- 

budget officer and of- 
[m division of supply. 

his own electro- 
ance busin ess inAr- 
r to moving here ih'T- 
« 1 s a real e?.|ate broker 
been active in 
j fing properties. 

r r ui i i! »* i j Uuslrtt K * 

i U 




i i 
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rh, 
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1 Pm from M rayi'r Col 


Ingtoti, |) t C,| aw'd of 
I Radii, Fug inhering 


SIDNEY L. 

School in Washington, fie is t 
Mason and a member of the 
Stonewall Ruritan Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. Simmons have a 
daughter, Mrs. Lyn Weaver, of 
Briery Branch in Augusta Coun¬ 
ty, who has a master of educa¬ 
tion degree in Psychology, and 

who is cur rent 1> a consulting 
Psychologist in Highland County 
schools; and a son, Sidney F. 
Simmons, who resides in Staun¬ 
ton. 

Simmons said he will welcome 
inquiry from Highland citizens 
concerning zoning arid building 
code affairs at any time, and 
stated that he intends for his 
office to work with all citizens 
in every way possible to fully 
explain the various regulations 
under the* laws, and to fairly 
deal with all matters under his 
ju rlsdlcl Ion. 

The office of the zoning ad 
mlnlstrator and building code 
Inspector will be temporarily 
i|ji it.-ii In I lit' courttiousi . 
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Hampton Cleek [1873] 

Stony Run [1858] 
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